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Ahmet Öğüt: Exploded City, 2009 (detail); scale model buildings, vehicles, mixed  
materials; 169 5/16 x 189 x 63 in.; installation detail from Pavilion of Turkey,  
The 53rd Venice Biennale. Commissioned by Istanbul Foundation for Culture  
and Arts (IKSV). 
 
UC Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive 
Presents 
 
Ahmet Öğüt: Exploded City  
MATRIX 231 
January 24–April 11, 2010 
 
First Solo Exhibition in the United States of Turkish Artist Ahmet Öğüt 
 
“This city is from the future. It’s called The Exploded City. Those who live there have 
emigrated from faraway lands, with dreams of traveling to the future. When they realized 
that there was no finding the future, they decided to build this city.” – Marco Polo 

Berkeley, CA, January 15, 2010 — Ahmet Öğüt’s first solo exhibition in the United 
States, Ahmet Öğüt: Exploded City, is an imaginary metropolis comprising 
buildings, monuments, and vehicles that have figured in acts of violence and 



 
 

terrorism over the past two decades. Structures from Turkey, Ireland, India, 
Yugoslavia, Great Britain, and the United States, among other countries, form a 
unified urban scale model, reconstructing these sites in the moments before they 
were destroyed. The exhibition, which runs from January 24 through April 11, 
2010, is curated by Phyllis Wattis MATRIX Curator Elizabeth Thomas. 
 
 
Originally commissioned for the Turkish Pavilion at the 2009 Venice Biennale, 
the installation is accompanied by a text situating the locations within a narrative 
that engages the poetics and politics of space, architecture, violence, and 
international relations. In so doing, the work directly channels writer Italo 
Calvino’s Invisible Cities, which detailed Marco Polo’s fantastical descriptions of 
the “invisible cities” he witnessed during his travels for the emperor Kublai 
Khan.  
 
Although Öğüt’s work takes off from very real sites and symbols of terror, 
Exploded City is not a work of commemoration, but instead one of invention. 
Öğüt’s installation takes on the character of a fable, a deliberate conflation of fact 
and fiction. Its tone rejects moralizing, instead accepting the gaps and lapses 
between us, how the tragic is inscribed within the banal, absurdity injected 
within reality.  
 
Öğüt’s metropolis presents visible but “semi-anonymous” buildings, whose 
intact form may be forgotten while the aftermaths of their destruction are seared 
into the collective consciousness via the media and individual consciousnesses 
via personal experience. The vehicles in particular reference Öğüt’s ongoing 
interest in distance, time, and speed, measures by which our relationship to 
reality is shaped and through which disparate lands are connected. The 
exhibition’s second work, the film Things We Count, pans slowly across the 
retired fighter planes at an airplane graveyard in Arizona’s Sonoran desert, as a 
voice counts them one by one in Kurdish, Turkish, and English. This counting, in 
the languages of faraway lands, connects the planes in their U.S. resting place to 
their actions in the larger world.  
 
Öğüt recently had solo exhibitions at Künstlerhaus Bremen; Centre d’Art Santa 
Mònica, Barcelona; and Kunsthalle Basel. His work was also recently included in 
group exhibitions at Museum of Modern Art, Warsaw; De Appel, Amsterdam; 
New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York; Malmö Konsthall, Sweden; Van 
Abbemuseum, Eindhoven, the Netherlands; and the Berlin Biennale. Born in 
Turkey in 1981, Öğüt lives and works in Amsterdam. Upcoming solo exhibitions 
in 2010 include Museum Villa Stuck, Munich; Galerie für Zeitgenössische Kunst, 
Leipzig; and Artspace Visual Arts Centre, Sydney.  
 
 
Related Program: There will be an artist’s talk on Sunday, January 24, at 3 p.m. 
in Gallery 1. Admission is free. A reception will follow. 



 
 

Support�: The MATRIX Program at the UC Berkeley Art Museum is supported by 
a generous endowment gift from Phyllis C. Wattis; The Andy Warhol 
Foundation for the Visual Arts; and the continued support of the BAM/PFA 
Trustees. The presentation of Ahmet Öğüt: Exploded City was made possible in 
part by the Mondriaan Foundation, Amsterdam.  
 
The Exploded City installation was originally commissioned by 
Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (IKSV) as part of the Pavilion of 
Turkey, The 53rd Venice Biennale. 
 

About BAM/PFA 
 
The Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAM/PFA) is the visual 
arts center of the University of California, Berkeley, one of the nation’s leading 
research universities. BAM/PFA aims to inspire the imagination and ignite 
critical dialogue through contemporary and historical art and film, engaging 
audiences from the campus, Bay Area community, and beyond. One of the 
largest university art museums in the United States in both size and attendance, 
BAM/PFA presents fifteen art exhibitions and five hundred film programs each 
year. The museum’s collection of more than 15,000 works, distinguished by 
artistic excellence and innovation, intellectual exploration, and social 
commentary, includes exceptional examples of mid-twentieth-century painting, 
including important works by Hans Hofmann, Jackson Pollock, Eva Hesse, and 
Mark Rothko, as well as historical and contemporary Asian art, early American 
painting, Conceptual and contemporary international art, and California and Bay 
Area art. The PFA film and video collection now includes the largest group of 
Japanese films outside of Japan, as well as impressive holdings of Soviet silents, 
West Coast avant-garde cinema, seminal video art, rare animation, Central Asian 
productions, Eastern European cinema, and international classics. 
 
Museum Information 
 
Location: 2626 Bancroft Way, just below College Avenue near the UC Berkeley 
campus. 
 
Gallery and Museum Store Hours: Wednesday to Sunday, 11 to 5. Closed 
Monday and Tuesday. 
 
Admission: General admission is $8; admission for seniors, disabled persons, 
non–UC Berkeley students, and young adults (13 – 17) is $5; admission for 
BAM/PFA members, UC Berkeley students, staff, and faculty, and children 
under 12 is free. Reservations are required for group visits; for information, rates, 
and schedule, please e-mail sgvisits@berkeley.edu. Admission is free on the first 
Thursday of each month. 
 



 
 

L@TE Admission: General admission to the BAM galleries is $5 after 5 p.m. 
Show your ticket for a same-day PFA screening or gallery visit and get in free. 
Admission is always free for BAM/PFA members and UC Berkeley students, 
faculty, and staff. Tickets can be purchased online at bampfa.berkeley.edu. For 
updates on L@TE programs, visit bampfa.berkeley.edu/late. 
 
Information: 24-hour recorded message (510) 642-0808; fax (510) 642-4889; TDD 
(510) 642-8734. 
 
Website: bampfa.berkeley.edu 
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