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University of California, Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAM/PFA) 
Presents 
 

John Zurier / MATRIX 255   
 
September 12–December 21, 2014 
 
JOHN ZURIER’S FIRST SOLO EXHIBITION IN A MUSEUM DEBUTS A NEW GROUP OF 
PAINTINGS INFORMED BY THE ARTIST’S EXPERIENCES IN ICELAND 
  

Berkeley, CA, September 2, 2014 — The 

University of California, Berkeley Art Museum 

and Pacific Film Archive (BAM/PFA) presents 

MATRIX 255, featuring a new selection of 

paintings and watercolors by John Zurier. The 

Bay Area artist paints abstract, seemingly 

monochrome canvases with colors that range 

from muted earth tones to vibrant hues. 

Interested in capturing the various effects of his 

environment and translating that into paint, 

Zurier utilizes a range of materials, brushwork, 

and surface treatments to create a subtle 

balance between color modulation and spatial 

depth. In this presentation, his first solo 

exhibition in a museum, Zurier premieres a new 

series of paintings made during or after his sojourns to Iceland, where he has been 

traveling, teaching, and making work in recent years. 

 

 
John Zurier: Finnbogi, 2014; distemper on linen; 72 
x 44 in.; courtesy of the artist and Gallery Paule 
Anglim, San Francisco. 
 



 
 

Zurier’s minimalist, contemplative compositions are as complex as they are spare. 

From the differences between cotton and linen surfaces, the thickness of the 

stretcher, and the hardware that binds the work together to the individual properties 

of tempera and oil paint, every aspect and detail of his compositions is considered. In 

his varied practice, color stands out as one of his primary concerns and his reflection 

on a given color often propels his approach. Some pieces develop within days, while 

others evolve over extended periods of time. Informed by such diverse influences as 

Abstract Expressionism, Italian Renaissance painting, Minimalism, Japanese 

painting, and poetry, each of Zurier’s works strike “a unique, sensitive chord,” 

according to the exhibition’s curator, Apsara DiQuinzio. 

 

In recent years, Iceland—a place he has 

been visiting regularly since 2011—has 

been a primary source of inspiration for 

the artist. Zurier is fascinated with its 

vast, ever-changing landscape and, in 

particular, the effects of time, weather, 

and light. This past summer, Zurier 

produced a series of paintings in various 

sizes on an Icelandic horse farm in the 

northern region of Skagafjörður. These 

luminous abstractions evoke the ice, fog, 

skies, ground, water, and atmosphere of 

the landscape while also tapping into 

more timeless, poetic states. MATRIX 

255 features many of these works, as 

well as others Zurier painted during or after previous trips to Iceland. 

 

On November 7, Zurier will join DiQuinzio in the galleries for a conversation about the 

his practice and influences. The talk will be immediately followed by a special L@TE: 

 
John Zurier: Icelandic Painting (12 Drops), 2012; 
watercolor on linen on panel; 16 ½ x 11 in.; collection of 
the artist. 



 
 

Friday Nights @ BAM/PFA event programmed by Zurier that will include new 

electro-acoustic compositions by Icelandic composers Úlfur Hansson and Georg 

Hilmarsson and Bay Area composer Amadeus Regucera. Commissioned by Zurier to 

accompany his paintings and watercolors, the new works will be performed by the all-

cello chamber ensemble Celli@Berkeley.   

 

Public Programs 
Artist Talk: John Zurier 
Friday, November 7, 2014; 6:30 p.m. 
John Zurier discusses his work with Apsara DiQuinzio, curator of modern and 
contemporary art and Phyllis C. Wattis MATRIX Curator. Followed by a special L@TE: 
Friday Nights at BAM/PFA performance, programmed by Zurier.  
Included with L@TE admission 
 
Dalalæða: Music for Cellos & Electronics 
L@TE: Friday Nights @ BAM/PFA 
Friday, November 7, 2014; 7:30 p.m. 
Explore the intersection of sound, space, and painting in these three new electro-
acoustic compositions, by Icelandic composers Úlfur Hansson and Georg Hilmarsson 
and Bay Area composer Amadeus Regucera. The works, commissioned by artist John 
Zurier to accompany his new exhibition of paintings and watercolors, are written for 
and will be premiered by members of the all-cello ensemble Celli@Berkeley.  
$7 general admission 
 
Support  
John Zurier / MATRIX 255 is organized by Apsara DiQuinzio, curator of modern 
and contemporary art and Phyllis C. Wattis MATRIX Curator. The MATRIX Program is 
made possible by a generous endowment gift from Phyllis C. Wattis and the 
continued support of the BAM/PFA Trustees. 
 
 
About the Artist  
Born in Santa Monica in 1956, Zurier received both his BA (1979) and MFA (1983) 
from the University of California, Berkeley. Over the past several years Zurier has had 
solo exhibitions at Peter Blum Gallery, New York; Gallery Paule Anglim, San Francisco; 
Lawrence Markey Gallery, San Antonio; Galerie Nordenhake, Berlin; Patrick de Brock 
Gallery, Knokke, Belgium; and Galeria Javier Lopez, Madrid. In 2012, he was 
featured in the 30th Sao Paulo Biennial, The Imminence of Poetics, as well as in 
2008, Annual Report: A Year in Exhibitions, the 7th Gwanju Biennial, South Korea. 
Other recent group exhibitions include El Genet Blau (The Blue Rider), JiM 
Contemporani, Barcelona (2011); 2010 California Biennial, Orange County Museum 
of Art, Newport Beach; Le Tableau, Cheim and Read Gallery, New York (2010); and 



 
 

Galaxy: A Hundred or So Stars Visible to the Naked Eye, UC Berkeley Art Museum and 
Pacific Film Archive (BAM/PFA) (2009); and the 2002 Whitney Biennial, Whitney 
Museum of American Art, New York. The artist lives in Berkeley and works in Oakland, 
California. MATRIX 255 is Zurier’s first solo exhibition in a museum.  
 
About MATRIX 
The MATRIX Program for Contemporary Art introduces the Bay Area community to 
exceptional work being made internationally, nationally, and locally, creating a rich 
connection to the current dialogues on contemporary art and demonstrating that the 
art of this moment is vital, dynamic, and often challenging. Confronting traditional 
practices of display and encouraging new, open modes of analysis, MATRIX provides 
an experimental framework for an active interchange between the artist, the 
museum, and the viewer. Since the program's inception in 1978, MATRIX has 
featured artists such as John Baldessari, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Louise Bourgeois, 
Sophie Calle, Nan Goldin, Eva Hesse, Sol LeWitt, Shirin Neshat, Nancy Spero, and 
Andy Warhol. In recent years MATRIX has embraced a greater international scope, 
with the roster including Eija-Liisa Ahtila, Peter Doig, Omer Fast, Tobias Rehberger, 
Ernesto Neto, Rosalind Nashashibi, Tomás Saraceno, Mario Garcia Torres, and 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul, representing countries as diverse as Finland, Germany, 
Iran, Mexico, Thailand, Brazil, and many others. 
 
About BAM/PFA 
Founded in 1963, the UC Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive (BAM/PFA) is 
UC Berkeley’s primary visual arts venue and among the largest university art 
museums in terms of size and audience in the United States. Internationally 
recognized for its art and film programming, BAM/PFA is a platform for cultural 
experiences that transform individuals, engage communities, and advance the local, 
national, and global discourse on art and ideas. BAM/PFA’s mission is “to inspire the 
imagination and ignite critical dialogue through art and film.”  
 
BAM/PFA presents approximately twenty art exhibitions and 380 film programs each 
year. The museum’s collection of over 19,000 works of art includes important 
holdings of Neolithic Chinese ceramics, Ming and Qing Dynasty Chinese painting, Old 
Master works on paper, Italian Baroque painting, early American painting, Abstract 
Expressionist painting, contemporary photography, and video art. Its film archive 
contains over 16,000 films and videos, including the largest collection of Japanese 
cinema outside of Japan, Hollywood classics, and silent film, as well hundreds of 
thousands of articles, reviews, posters, and other ephemera related to the history of 
film, many of which are digitally scanned and accessible online. 
 
Museum Information 
Location: 2626 Bancroft Way, just below College Avenue across from the UC 
Berkeley campus. 
 
Gallery and Museum Store Hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 



 
 

Open L@TE Fridays until 9 p.m. Closed Monday and Tuesday. 
 
Information: 24-hour recorded message (510) 642-0808; fax (510) 642-4889; 
TDD (510) 642-8734. 
 
Website: bampfa.berkeley.edu 
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